
§1204. State soil and water conservation committee  
A.(1)(a) There is hereby established, to serve as an agency of  the state and to p erf orm  the f u nctions conf erred u p on it 
in this P art, a state soil and w ater conservation com m ittee. The com m ittee shall consist of  eight m em bers. The 
chancellor of  the L ou isiana S tate U niversity Agricu ltu ral C enter, the com m issioner of  agricu ltu re of  L ou isiana, and the 
p resident of  the L ou isiana Association of  C onservation D istricts shall au tom atically be m em bers of  this com m ittee. 
E ach shall designate a p erson to rep resent him  at m eetings at w hich he cannot be p resent, and the p erson so 
designated by each shall serve, in the absence of  the of f icer w ho selects him , w ith the sam e p ow er and au thority as 
that of f icer, inclu ding the right to vote. I n the case of  the L ou isiana Association of  C onservation D istricts p resident, his 
alternate shall be the vice p resident of  the association. The other f ive m em bers shall be elected, one f rom  each of  the 
f ollow ing areas of  the state:   

(i) S tate Area N o. 1, com p rising those soil and w ater conservation districts w hich inclu de either all or the p redom inant 
areal p ortion of  the p arishes of  C addo, B ossier, W ebster, C laiborne, U nion, L incoln, B ienville, R ed R iver, D eS oto, and 
S abine.  

(ii) S tate Area N o. 2 , com p rising those soil and w ater conservation districts w hich inclu de either all or the p redom inant 
areal p ortion of  the p arishes of  O u achita, M orehou se, W est C arroll, E ast C arroll, R ichland, M adison, F rank lin, Tensas, 
and C oncordia.  

(iii) S tate Area N o. 3 , com p rising those soil and w ater conservation districts w hich inclu de either all or the p redom inant 
areal p ortion of  the p arishes of  J ack son, C aldw ell, C atahou la, Avoyelles, L aS alle, W inn, G rant, R ap ides, Allen, 
B eau regard, V ernon, and N atchitoches.  

(iv) S tate Area N o. 4 , com p rising those soil and w ater conservation districts w hich inclu de either all or the p redom inant 
areal p ortion of  the p arishes of  S t. L andry, E vangeline, Acadia, J ef f erson D avis, C alcasieu , C am eron, V erm ilion, 
L af ayette, S t. M artin, I beria, S t. M ary, Terrebonne, and L af ou rche.  

(v) S tate Area N o. 5 , com p rising those soil and w ater conservation districts w hich inclu de either all or the p redom inant 
areal p ortion of  the p arishes of  P ointe C ou p ee, W est F eliciana, E ast F eliciana, S t. H elena, Tangip ahoa, W ashington, 
S t. Tam m any, L ivingston, E ast B aton R ou ge, W est B aton R ou ge, I berville, Assu m p tion, Ascension, S t. J am es, S t. 
J ohn the B ap tist, S t. C harles, J ef f erson, O rleans, S t. B ernard, and P laq u em ines.  

(b) At the sam e tim e, in the sam e m anner, and f or the sam e term  as hereinaf ter p rovided f or the election of  the f ive 
m em bers, there shall be elected one alternate f or each su ch m em ber, w ho shall be elected f rom  the sam e area and 
shall p ossess the sam e q u alif ications as the m em ber f or w hom  he is elected as an alternate. W henever f or any reason 
the m em ber elected f rom  any area is u nable to be p resent at any m eeting of  the com m ittee, the alternate elected f rom  
his area shall serve in his p lace, and in su ch case, the alternate shall ex ercise all of  the p ow ers vested by law  in the 
m em ber, inclu ding the right to vote. F or each day of  su ch service the alternate shall be p aid the sam e p er diem  and 
ex p enses as a m em ber. A vacancy in the p osition of  alternate shall be f illed as p rovided by law  f or m em bers.  

(2 )(a) The m em bers of  the state soil and w ater conservation com m ittee created by law  p rior to Au gu st 1, 19 5 6 , shall 
continu e to serve as a state soil and w ater conservation com m ittee u ntil the new  m em bers of  the state soil and w ater 
conservation com m ittee are elected and q u alif y as hereinaf ter p rovided.  

(b) W ithin f orty-f ive days af ter Au gu st 1, 19 5 6 , the chairm an of  the old state soil and w ater conservation com m ittee 
shall notif y the soil and w ater conservation district su p ervisors w ithin the state of  the tim e and the p lace that an election 
is to be held as hereinaf ter p rovided.  

(c) A m eeting of  each board of  soil and w ater conservation district su p ervisors shall be held w ithin thirty days af ter 
receiving notice of  the state convention. The m aj ority of  the m em bers of  the board of  district su p ervisors shall 
constitu te a q u oru m  and at su ch m eeting, the board of  district su p ervisors shall elect one of  its m em bers as a delegate 



to attend a state convention, at the time and place specified in the notice given by the chairman of the old state soil and 
w ater conservation committee.  E ach su ch elected delegate shall have one vote at the state convention.  E ach state 
area at the state convention shall elect one of its members as a member of the state soil and w ater conservation 
committee to represent that area.  E ach member elected as a member of the state soil and w ater conservation 
committee shall be a landow ner or operator actively engaged in farming or animal hu sbandry w ithin the district and 
area he represents and shall be a q u alified voter in that district.  H e shall be elected as a member of the state soil and 
w ater conservation committee by a maj ority of the votes cast at the state convention.  T he chairman of the convention 
shall w ithin ten days certify to the old state soil and w ater conservation committee and to the secretary of state the 
name and address of the person so elected as a member of the new  state soil and w ater conservation committee.  
E ach member of the committee shall tak e the state constitu tional oath of office and q u alify w ithin thirty days after this 
election.  W ithin thirty days after the election and q u alification of the five members, the commissioner of agricu ltu re of 
the state of L ou isiana shall call a meeting of the entire committee, at w hich time one of the said members provided for 
herein shall be elected chairman of the state soil and w ater conservation committee, another member shall be elected 
vice-chairman, and a third member secretary-treasu rer.  T he terms of the five members of the state soil and w ater 
conservation committee elected u nder this S ection shall be as follow s:   

T he members from S tate A rea N os.  1  and 2  shall serve for one year;   

T he members from S tate A rea N os.  3  and 4  shall serve for tw o years;   

T he members from S tate A rea N o.  5  shall serve for three years.   

T hereafter, each member shall serve for a period of three years after his election and shall be removed only for cau se.  
I n the event of a vacancy, the vacancy shall be filled by the state committee u ntil the nex t convention, and then by 
election in the same manner, as ou tlined, for the u nex pired term.  A n elected member of the committee shall not q u alify 
for reelection u nless he shall have attended at least six ty-six  and tw o-thirds percent of the schedu led committee 
meetings du ring his tenu re;  how ever, u pon a show ing of good cau se this condition may be w aived by resolu tion du ly 
adopted by the state soil and w ater conservation committee.   

( 3 )  T he committee shall k eep a record of its official actions and may perform su ch acts, hold su ch pu blic hearings, and 
promu lgate su ch ru les and regu lations as may be necessary for the ex ecu tion of its fu nctions u nder this P art.   

B .  T he S tate S oil and W ater C onservation C ommittee shall employ a director and an assistant director w ho shall be 
appointed by the committee su bj ect to the approval of the commissioner of agricu ltu re and forestry.  T he director and 
the assistant director shall be in the u nclassified service.  T he commissioner may employ su ch other personnel of the 
committee as he deems appropriate.  A ll employees of the committee shall be u nder the direction and su pervision of 
the commissioner.  T he committee may call u pon the attorney general of the state for su ch legal services as it may 
req u ire or may employ its ow n cou nsel and legal staff.  I t shall have au thority to delegate to its chairman, to one or more 
of its members, or to one or more agents or employees, su ch pow ers and du ties as it may deem proper.  I t shall be 
fu rnished the necessary su pplies and eq u ipment for the committee' s w ork .  I t shall have the au thority to locate its office 
at a place to be selected by the committee.  U pon req u est of the committee, for the pu rpose of carrying ou t any of its 
fu nctions, the su pervising officer of any state agency, or of any state institu tion of learning, shall insofar as may be 
possible u nder available appropriations, and having du e regard to the needs of the agency to w hich the req u est is 
directed, assign or detail to the committee members of the staff or personnel of su ch agency or institu tion of learning, 
and mak e su ch special report, su rveys, or stu dies as the committee may req u est.   

C . ( 1 )  T he committee annu ally shall elect a chairman, vice chairman, and secretary-treasu rer, each of w hom shall serve 
for a period of one year from the date of his appointment or u ntil his su ccessor is elected and q u alified.  A  member of 
the committee may serve concu rrently as a soil and w ater conservation district su pervisor, bu t he shall not be req u ired 
to continu e in office as a soil and w ater conservation district su pervisor in order to be entitled to serve his fu ll term as a 
member of the committee.  A  maj ority of the committee shall constitu te a q u oru m, and the concu rrence of a maj ority in 
any matter w ithin their du ties shall be req u ired for its determination.   



(2) The chairman and members of the committee shall receive a per diem of thirty-five dollars for each day or fraction 
thereof actu ally eng ag ed in official w ork  of the committee,  provided su ch per diem allow ance as to each member shall 
not ex ceed tw enty days in any year.  The chairman and members of the committee shall also be entitled to receive 
reimbu rsement for actu al traveling  ex penses necessarily incu rred in the performance of their du ties of the committee,  
and only su ch members not otherw ise compensated or paid from pu blic fu nds shall be entitled to the per diem 
allow ance.   

(3 ) The committee shall provide for the ex ecu tion of su rety bonds for all employees and officers w ho shall be entru sted 
w ith fu nds or property;  shall provide for the k eeping  of a fu ll and accu rate record of all proceeding s and all resolu tions,  
reg u lations,  and orders issu ed or adopted;  shall provide for an annu al ex amination of the accou nts of receipts and 
disbu rsements and an annu al ex amination of all districts;  and shall provide for a complete au dit at least once every 
fou r years of the accou nts of receipts and disbu rsements and all districts,  all of w hich shall be performed by the au dit 
and evalu ation section of the D epartment of A g ricu ltu re and F orestry and filed w ith the leg islative au ditor.   

D .  I n addition to the du ties and pow ers hereinafter conferred u pon the S tate S oil and W ater C onservation C ommittee,  it 
shall have the follow ing  du ties and pow ers:   

(1 ) To offer su ch assistance as may be appropriate to the su pervisors of soil and w ater conservation districts,  
org aniz ed as provided hereinafter,  in the carrying  ou t of any of their pow ers and prog rams;  to assist and g u ide districts 
in the preparation and carrying  ou t of prog rams for resou rce conservation au thoriz ed u nder this C hapter;  to review  
district prog rams;  to coordinate the prog rams of the several districts and resolve any conflicts in su ch prog rams;  to 
facilitate,  promote,  assist,  harmoniz e,  coordinate,  and g u ide the resou rce conservation prog rams and activities of 
districts as they relate to other special-pu rpose districts,  parishes,  and other pu blic ag encies.   

(2) To k eep the su pervisors of each of the several districts org aniz ed u nder the provision of this C hapter informed of 
the activities and ex perience of all other districts org aniz ed hereu nder,  and to facilitate an interchang e of advice and 
ex perience betw een su ch districts and cooperation betw een them.   

(3 ) To review  ag reements,  or forms of ag reements,  proposed to be entered into by districts w ith other districts or w ith 
any state,  federal,  interstate,  or other pu blic or private ag ency,  org aniz ation,  or individu al,  and advise the districts 
concerning  su ch ag reements or forms of ag reements.   

(4 ) To secu re the cooperation and assistance of the U nited S tates and any of its ag encies,  and of ag encies of this 
state,  in the w ork  of su ch districts and to accept donations,  g rants,  g ifts,  and contribu tions in money,  services,  or 
otherw ise from the U nited S tates or any of its ag encies or from the state or any of its ag encies in order to carry ou t the 
pu rposes of this P art.   

(5 ) To recommend the inclu sion in annu al and long er term bu dg ets and appropriation leg islation of the state of 
L ou isiana of fu nds necessary for appropriation by the leg islatu re to finance the activities of the committee and soil and 
w ater conservation districts;  to administer the provisions of any act hereafter enacted by the leg islatu re appropriating  
fu nds for ex penditu re in connection w ith the activities of soil and w ater conservation districts;  to distribu te to soil and 
w ater conservation district fu nds,  eq u ipment,  su pplies,  and services received by the committee for that pu rpose from 
any sou rce,  su bj ect to su ch conditions as shall be made applicable thereto in any state or federal statu te or local 
ordinance mak ing  available su ch fu nds,  property,  or services;  to issu e reg u lations establishing  g u idelines and su itable 
controls to g overn the u se by soil and w ater conservation districts of su ch fu nds,  property,  and services;  and to review  
all bu dg ets,  administrative procedu res,  and operations of su ch districts and advise the districts concerning  their 
conformance w ith applicable law s and reg u lations.   

(6 ) To enlist the cooperation and collaboration of state,  federal,  reg ional,  interstate,  and local pu blic and private 
ag encies w ith the soil and w ater conservation districts;  and to facilitate arrang ements u nder w hich the soil and w ater 
conservation districts may serve parish g overning  bodies and other ag encies.   

(7 ) To disseminate information throu g hou t the state concerning  the activities and prog rams of the soil and w ater 
conservation districts in areas w here their org aniz ation is desirable;  to mak e available information concerning  the 



needs and the work of the soil and water conservation districts and the committee to the governor, the legislature, 
ex ecutive agencies of the government of this state, p olitical sub divisions of this state, coop erating federal agencies, 
and the general p ub lic.   

( 8 )  P ursuant to p rocedures develop ed mutually  b y  the committee and other state and local agencies that are 
authoriz ed to p lan or administer activities significantly  affecting the conservation of soil, water, and other related 
resources, to receive from such agencies for review and comment suitab le descrip tions of their p lans, p rograms, and 
activities for p urp oses of coordination with district conservation p rograms;  to arrange for and p articip ate in conferences 
necessary  to avoid conflict among such p lans and p rograms, to call attention to omissions, and to avoid dup lication of 
effort.   

( 9 )  T o comp ile information and make studies, summaries, and analy ses of district p rograms in relation to each other 
and to other resource conservation p rograms on a statewide b asis.   

( 1 0 )  T o req uire annual rep orts from soil and water conservation districts, the form and content of which shall b e 
develop ed b y  the committee in consultation with the district sup ervisors.   

( 1 1 )  T o estab lish b y  regulations, with the assistance and advice of the legislative auditor or other ap p rop riate state 
fiscal officer, adeq uate and reasonab ly  uniform accounting and auditing p rocedures which shall b e used b y  soil and 
water conservation districts.   

( 1 2 )  T he state soil and water conservation committee and the soil and water conservation districts that may  b e created 
under this P art shall b e the official state agencies for coop erating with the S oil C onservation S ervice of the U nited 
S tates D ep artment of A griculture.   

E .  N othing contained in this P art shall have the effect of taking away  or ab ridging any  of the functions p resently  b eing 
ex ercised under ex isting law b y  the D ep artment of P ub lic W orks, state of L ouisiana, or of transferring any  of such 
functions to any  other agency .   

A mended b y  A cts 1 9 5 6 , N o.  1 0 ,§  3 ;  A cts 1 9 7 0 , N o.  4 6 9 ,§  1 ;  A cts 1 9 7 4 , N o.  1 0 1 ,§  1 ;  A cts 1 9 7 5 , N o.  4 2 ,§  1 ;  A cts 1 9 7 8 , 
N o.  7 4 0 ,§  1 ;  A cts 1 9 8 0 , N o.  3 8 5 ,§  1 ;  A cts 1 9 8 4 , N o.  3 2 5 ,§  1 ;  A cts 1 9 8 6 , N o.  2 5 8 ,§  1 ;  A cts 1 9 8 6 , N o.  7 0 3 ,§  1 ;  A cts 
1 9 8 8 , N o.  9 1 ,§  2 ;  A cts 1 9 8 9 , N o.  1 0 5 ,§  1 .  

 


